
1988 SESSION LAWS

Chapter 409

EAST GREENBUSH. TOWN OF--LIBRARY

DISTRICT--ESTABLISHMENT

ch 409

AN ACT to es tab 1i Ih a· 1Ibrary d IS,ff Ie t i nThe town of En t Greenbush.
~enls~laer county

Approved and effective July 29. 1988.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem­
bly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Notwithstanding the provllions of any general, special or S 1
.locallaw to the contrary there Is hereby created ~nd established In the
c~unty :0' Rensselaer· a public library dlst~lct which shall Include all
of th~ town .of East Greenbush.· ,

S 2. Eledllm. 1. The public library district herein described shall S 2
not come Into existence unless and until It II approved and the 'Inltlal
proposed bUdget I,approved by'. vote of the' maJority of the qualified
voter.)votlng In an .lectlon held pursuant to the following provisions.
Upon receipt :of a petition signed by not Ie•• than twenty-f've voters
qualified' to vote at a general tOwn 'eieetlon from the public library
district· hereb~ created requesting 'such an election, the board of
tru.ite•• of the E..t Greenbush community library .hall glve·notlce·of·an
election. to ·be conducted on the flr.t Thursday ·In September of nineteen
hundred eighty-eight. At ..ild eJection the Is.ue. shall bel

a. whether the public library district herein described· shall be
created or ~ot; . . . .

b. whetner the budget therefor propo.ed by the board of trustee. of
the East Greenbu.h commun Ity 11 brary .hell be approved or d J..pproved;
and' ..

c. the election of two trustees a•.herelnaft.r provided. The truste••
of th. Ea.t Greenbu.h community llbrarYlhall give notice of .ald elec­
tion..' by. the 'publlcatlon of a notice In one or mOre newspaper. ha"lntj a
ge,;erl,'ci r~u'la'tI ~~I n 't~e dl s'trlCt to be .. rv~d. TI1·.-f Ir. t pUb!1 Cit Ion
Of '; ·.~l:.h·, not-rce 'ih'all be'· not Ie.. thin. th I rteen' dayl and not more th,n
~\iI'~ty'·'~.tf;r:1rlor.·to··th.date of such el.ctlon. In addItion, the bOlrd
o' ..···.tr\l.~ ••i ,of the'East"Greenbush community llbrlry Ihall causlcoples
of ·.ue~notlce to' be po.ted consplcuou.ly In fIve pUblic place. In the
dl.trict it· leut thirteen days prior 'to the date of such election. SuCJn
nQt'lce· .t'll11 Ipeclfy the tlm'e when lind the place where such' election
wl.ll .bl held, t~e Issues to be decided lit uid election and the hours
during whIch the polls wi 11 be open for receipt of ballots. The board of
trustelsof the Eait Greenbush community lIbrary shall prepare the blll-
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lots for such elections and the pol Is shall remain open for the receipt
thereof at all ele,ctions from seven o'clock p.m. until ten o'cloc~p;m.;

and such add it iana 1 consecut ivehours prior thereto' as the board: of
trustees of the East Greenbush commun ity library may havedetermi ned anQ
spec if ied in the not ice ther.eof. Th'e board of trusteessha II des i gnatea
resident taxpayer of such district to act as chairma~ of any elect1~n of
such' district and shall designate not less than two nor'more than four
resident taxpayers to act ~s election inspectors and bal lot cl~~ks at
such elections. No trustee shall serve as such chairman or ols an' eiec'·
tion inspector or ballot clerk. The board of trustees:may adopt a
resolution prOViding that such chai rman, election 'inspectors and' ba,llot
clerks .shall be paid for 'thei~ respective servic•• a~ the 'inltiaf elec~

tio" or at an'y annual election or at anys.ubsequent special election.;
Such1reso!ution, if adopted; may fix reasonable cOlllP,en$atio'nfor, th,~
services of each sU~h official. Ev~ry voter of the' town of 'East Green';;'.
bush 'oth~rwise ctu~Lified to 'vote at a general townel.etiq!'i~~·.·nb.
qual ified to vote ..at said election. After thepol1shav~,been.cl~,".~:I~
said .eleetlon, th.e election Inspectors and ballotc:lerk.s.ha·lJ:JiMt,d:l.~

ately canvas publicly the ballots cast and the chalrmant>f the.,ed:lclfl
sha 11 pub lic Iy announce· the resu 1t. Wi th i!,' seventy,:, two hour, ..t;/:ler·e.tter:.;
the chairman. election inspe'ctors ~nd ballot cle,.ks .h~qex.~\.Ite··.•1'11:1
file, a ~ertificate of .,1;he result of. the . canvas with theboard:'of
trustees andwhh the town clerk of the town of East Greenbusb~.. ;
'2. In the.event that the district is created,then'there .ihafl be an
annua I' elect Ion conduCted by the. board In accordance wHh thepl'QV lsi on.
of' sUbdivision' !;lne 'hereof ata time to 'be set by the board~ i.t· wh.lc~·
election vjcancies on. the board of truste'es' thallb. fll iel;f:' ancrat whlah
any 'propoudbudget which the board shall determineto.sUb!nlt: to. the
voters pur.u.nt t~ teet Ion .four hereof,"a!1 be, supml tt,d"to tbe. \I~hr-i.

3. Ca"d i 6~tes for the off Ice of member of the boar·d of tru.te••. ·Iblll
be nominated by petition. No vacancy upon th~bolrd'of trustees'tobe
fi lIed :shall' be co~.idered a separate speelfJc offlce •. ~ '.p_rlt. ,.tl:­
t i onsha 11be requ lI'od to nom Inate eat::h cand Idat.;for . a Vilc.ncyonthe
board. Each pet It Ion shill be d Ireeted to the i~c·r.ta':'Y of the. dJ.t;l.~t.
shall. be' s Igi:led bY't le.s t twenty~f I ve qui I ft.) e!:i yoter... of.· th•..,dJ.~
tric;t, or two..percent of the voters who voted i.n the pi,vlo!J~ •.l:'nu'l
elect; on t,f thllmemb.ers 'of the board of trustees •..whl che.v4tr·fii :.oreate,,>,
(such number to be determi ned by the number of' p,r.onl r~cc)rd.d·o~.: th.
poll lis.t as.having voted at sU~h election) Ih_llata,U tll.,r~.I,d.~c:;, 0.1
each signer, andsha.ll Ilate the name and re.ld.~ce bf·~hf(c.nd.l~~.t.~ .. lri
the event that any. such nominee shall withdraw' his candldacy·prlor.:to
the elect Ion. s'uch person sha 11 not be con-s i deq~d a cend ldat. un 14,.",_,
new petition nominating such person In the simemanrier.•nd· wlth;l" I,th.
sameflme.limltations applicable to other candidate. h flledwl,tt,t th~

secretary of the distrlct •. Each petition shall be fl'1ed In ttie·ofnc... ·:C?{·
the'secretar.y of' the district between the hours'of nlneoICl)oc;k ..• ~Jit ... ·",,~
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fJv~-O'~lock p.m., no~ later than t~e thirtieth day preceding,the meet- S 2
lng or elec'tion at which the candidates nominated are t,o be elected.

4. At' 'any, ele'ction in such district. ,the voters may adopt a proposi­
'ti 0[1 prov i d'j n9 that, ina 11 subsequent elect ions. ,vacanc i es 'upon the
board of trustee's shal' be considered sepai-'ate specific ,offices and tbat
the nom ina .1 j ng pet It i,ons sha t I descr i be the spec i fie vacancy upon the
board,of trustees for which the candidate is nominated, which descrip­
tio'n shall include at least the length o{ the term of office and the
n~me ¢If' the 1aS,t i ricumbent. I f 'any. No person 'sha 11 be nom ina ted for
mo~e th2ln Onl~ spec i f i c off i,e,e. Such procedure '~ha 11 be, fo 11 owed wi th
respect to :all nominations ~nd election~' in subsequent years unti I and
un'l~I's "suoh' proposition is rep,eal,ed by the electors of the district at a
regulare lect i cinby the adopt ion of a proP?s i t i on to repeal the same.

s,j., Organization and structure. The East Greenbush pUblic library S 3
district shall be managed, operated and controll,ed by a board of
trustee,s ,consisting, of seven members; ,the members of the board of
trusi.~'es of 'the'East Greenbus~ community 1 ibrary in office, on the date
the ,~istrict comes into ~xistence, exc~pt for two such members to be
determi ned by that board, sha J 1. together wi th the two trustees 'elected
~t the I~itial election. constitute the board o~ trustees of the library
districiherJiri e~tabl ished. These truitees shall at the first regular
meeting, of' the board determine by lot the year 'In which each cif their
terms of office expire, and the terms shall, llxpire as follows:' After
one' ye~r "two trus tees; af ter tw~, ye~rs - two, trus tees; af ter three
y'ears;-:- one trustee; after four years -:- one, trustee; after five" years
one, trusi~e.As ~acancies occUr'tr~stees ~hall be eje~tedat the annual
electi.ori her.ein provided 'for to serv.e for five year"terms by the' vo'tersof th~ ':ibrary dH;trict hereby cr,eated;, 'sa~d te~ms to commence on'the
first day of January next following the el'ection.,'Only qualified voters
o~ the district shall 'be eligible for election to the boa~d of trustees~

The bo~rd of ~rustees at its first meeting 'each year shal I elect or ap-
point a' president and vice-president whd'shall be'members of the board
llInd II clerk, treasurer and such other of f i cers as' they deem necessary.
If the board, so determines. the offices of clerk and treasurer may be
held by Individuals who are not members of the board of trustees and, in
that event, such officers may, If the board so de'termlneS. receive com­
pensation as fixed by resolution of the board.

S 4. Finances. I. The initial budget for the East Greenbush pu~llc 11- S 4
brary district shal I be determined by a vote of th. voters of the dis-
trict In the initial election as 'herelnafter pr'ovided for. All future
budgets that increase or decrease the appropriation last approved by the
voters shall be submitted to the residents of the library district for
approval by a majority of those residents voting at the annual election
of tru~tees held pursuant to this section. Funds voted for library pur-
poses at the Initial election and at all future budget elections shall,
unless otherwise directed by such vote, be considered as annual appro­
priations therefor until changed by further vote and shall be levied and
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S 4 co II ected year 1yin the SlIme manner at the same time asoth.i' town
charges., ' "'," ',' " ,

2. The board of trustees shall annually fl16 witI'! ttle c;:'erk of ,ttl.
town of East Greenbush In the tim~ and for' the purpo••, specIfied 'In
s,ec t I on one hU,ndred four of the town law an •• t Imate, of the, propo".~,
budget Including costs of library services t,ob~, rl!i iedby 1evyfcrrth
lIbrary ,district In the year beginning wlththesuC:~e.dl"gflrlfd'Y:O,
January. The town board sha 11 not mak••nychansj., I nthe.~t1m.te'O'
revenues or expend I tures subml tted by the bo,rd of the Hbrary, dlltdet
In preparation of Its preliminary budget as reqUired by sectTon one hun-
dred six of the town law. '

3. The town board of East Greenbush shall, in accordance with section
six hereof, levy against the real property lying within Its boundari ...
for the tota 1 expend I tures as approved by the voters ,as here i nbifore
provided. The town board may Issue tax a'ntlelpation notes, anticipation
revenue notes and budget notes pursuant to article two of the local
finance law to obtain the necessary moneys therefor.

4. The town board of the town of Eas t Greenbush sha 1I have the power
to authorize, sell and issue bonds, notes or other evidences of Indeb­
tedness pur suant to the I oca I finance l'aw i 1'1 or~r to perm I t the 1i brary
district to provide facilities or Improved facilities for library
purposes. Upon wr i tten request from the board of trustees of the library
district,' the town board shall authorize, sell and issue such bondi,
notes or other ev I denees of indebtedness as are necessary toaccompl ilh
the improvements specified in the notice. The proceeds pf such bonds •
notes. or other evidences ,of indebtedness shal I be paid to the ~realur.r

of the 'I ibrary district and maintained in a segregated fund In acoord,.
ance with section 165.00 of the local finance law and expended by the
treas~rer only on specific authorization by the board of trusteel~ ,

5. The board of trustees of the library district may accept on behalf
of the district any absolute gift, devise or bequest of real or personal
property and such conditional gifts,' devises or bequest. as It shill by
resolution approve.

6. The treasurer of the library district shall be custodian of all
funds of the library distr,ict including gifts and tr\Jst funds paid oVer
to the trustees. The board ,of trustees may authorize the investment of
funds in the custody of the treasurer in the same manner in wh i ch town
funds ,may be Invested. Proceeds of obligations received from the town
may be i nves ted In accordance with sect i on 165.00 of the 1oca I' f i nanc'.
law. The presiding supervisor of the town of East Greenbush sha.!1 pay
over to the library district all moneys which belong to or are raised
for the library district. No moneys shall be disbursed by the treasurer
except after audit by the board of trustees. The board of trustees shall
audit all claims and shall order the payment thereof. except as other­
wise provided by this section. No such claims shall be audited or or­
der ed pa I d by the tr us tees uri 1ess an Item i :z;ed voucher therefor. certI­
fied or verified by or on behalf of the claimant.in such form al the
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board of trustees shall prescribe, shall be presented tothe board of S 4
trustees for audit and allowance. The provisions of this section shall
not be appt icable to payment of claims of fixed salaries and amounts
which the I ibrary district may be required to pay on account of retire-
ment contributions for past and current services to officers and em­
ployees of the library district. The treasurer shall keep such records
and in such manner as the board of trustees may require.

S 5. Charter, commencement of operations, and transfer of property and S 5
employees. The initial trustees shall, within thirty days from the date
of approvil of the librlry district by the voters of the district, apply
to the bOlrd of regents for a charter as a public library.

Upon the granting of such a chart~r by the board of regents, then
title to II I perlonal property, tangible and intangibl~, now held by the
East Greenbush community library and the East Greenbush community li­
brary aSlociatlon shal' be transferred to, vest In, and be acquired by
the library district hereby established. Upon the granting of such a
charter by the board of regents, all employees of the East Greenbush
community library shalt become employees of the IlbraTy district upon
the same terms and 'cond it ions of emp I oYfl1ent and at the same rate of pay
as their previous employment by the East Greenbush community 1 ibrary.

S 6. Ad valorem levy. The several lots and parcels of land within the S 6
area ~f said pUb! ic lib~ary district are hereby determined to be bene-
fited by the I ibrary facilities and services existing as of the effec-
tive date of this act and the town board of the town of East Greenbush
Is hereby authorized to assess, levy aQd collect the necessary expenses
of operat~on, maintenance and repair of'such faci] ities and services and
such capital improvements ~ncluding debt service on bonds, notes or
other evidences of indebtedness of the town issued for the purpose of
such library district as may be hereafter authorized pursuant to the
provisions of this act from such lots and parcels of land- in the same
manner and at the same time as other town charges.

S 7. Education law. Except as otherwise provided by this act, the S 7
provisions of the education law relating to pUblic libraries shall be
applicable to the public library district herein establ ished.

S 8. Town law. Except as herein provided, said library district shall S 8
constitute an improvement district within the meaning of the town law
and shall be subject to a1 I of the provisions thereof relating to im­
provement dis,tricts exc'ept such as are inconsistent with the provisions
of th i s act. '

S 9. This act shall take effect Immediately. S 9
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